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ABSTRACT 

Because of its hierarchical notation, the Devey 
Decimal Classification is advantageous for machine searching. 
However, the increased volume of topics in recent years has made 
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rapidly changing field, and the Devey Decimal Classification system 
has not kept pace. As a result subject access to some education 
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Molvll revey devised his Decii:ial Clv.s3if ica'-i-Dn wimarily for ns-- in cnt 
logs and orly secondarily for iiGe in z\v/': arran[jomon(: of books ami. di.^cii- 
ments. flowever, throu[j;h the years, with uhe triiunph of f;he dictionary cata- 
log and the use of specific subject Iteadinrrs, the Morth American acceptance 
of the Devey systeia has come more and more to he for shelf use, thou<'li in 
many other lands, notably, for instance, the Unite! Kingdom, it has had 
wide use in classed cai:alocG. Only recently, vitli the development of MA.RC 
and other machine-reauahl: systems , has it become appreciated in the :i.:;.A., 
lar^rely throu.^/n the stui:.ies of vlohn Carson Rather, that the Decimal >:lassi- 
fication, because of j^s hierarchical notation, presents certain ve^-y real 
advantages as a basin for machine searching, particularly for broad sub- 
jects . 

It maybe said, therefore, that Dev;ey»s croientials as an aveniio Cor 
!;:9,..^,^\^.c:.^*"iovi . li carry scm-^. coAsiAexc:l»l^...^:a^ 

Education is the soc:ial science that deals vJ Mi the process of pr-^vid- 
inc or acquiring knov:lecl-e, skill, compe trance, dosira.ble qualities of l--- 
havior or character i.hrough formal inGtri:.-t:on, training, study. 

v;o must think of education in the conte::r. of %ho social sciences, .,r' 
^•?]iich it is one of the mos:-. imp'::rtant. Certain aspects of various oti-;er 
social science disciplines are built into Devey^s education schedule, 
vhich in some ins tancoL^. e.limina^:es the need to consult other scheduJ/.::. 

First, le< us l.:<ok a- a general breakdown of the e^lucation section. 
Ive st/.irt oul, v.lt.h r.eneral oru.ica'Jiori a'. 370. ];erc; wo rind applied lo :..:ie 
discipline as a wliole nuch general principles as pl-dlosophy. psycholo.iy , 
:v.v\ sociology. This dcvelopnenL keeps moci, puolica';ions in 370, not fc-rc: 
us to place them in other areas of the classificatiun system. 
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At 370. Y ^'.'e have' a nT)ecial expansion on vhut ve mijiVit call educaMon in 
education, ?his development, har; been f or .h Lo r-iiOA^ those Gpeciul aspects 
of the study and r.eachinn of tho discipline of education that are woi rrou^jjit 
out by the use of re[;ular standard subdivision 07; for example, pract::Icc 
Leaching at. 370.733. 

I 

371 presents in array in subdivisions .1-.8 t:\ost of t.he C'^ii^-^al princi _ ; 
pies of educar.ion. These subdivisions are then used to shov; the same prin- 
clplos applied to specific levels of education lUjder uheir respective 
numbers, 372 for elc!::en ':?,ry education, 373 for secondary education, yjh 
for adult ediicuLion, and 373 for higher education. 375 is used for cur- 
riculiuns. If, for exai:iple, ve have a work on elementary school teaching 
^.r-e class it in 372.1102, a composite number built from the number for tl^en- 
eral principle's"' of education at the elementary level. 372.1, plus tiie :ip- 

'jyrapri n-t^* -sii>jdi visic)?f n'om " 371 ; " i : e : ; ' 371:102: — ^ ■ ■ " ■ ' ■" 

At 371.9 ve have special education, vhlch is a subdiscipline of i s ovm. 
J^?-..^.^?^^^.?.^?^?^!^ edu cation of people vno have... abnorinal. physi- 
cal, mental, or social differences, Every aspect cf special education, 
re:j:ardless oT level, is classed at the appropriate "subdivision of 371.9, 

section 37^? edvication of wmen, has created some controversy. 
PrVen before the advent of the v;omen's liberation movement, it was f-It 
that -.his nu'p.ber sliould l;e eliminated because ed\ication of v;omen should 

'^-JJi'^^^ different: treatment i^han is given education in f^eneral or 
education of men; education should be %bou,'3-fit of as a totality.' iio^wevor, 
t-.he amount of liter-Xiare V.oing placed in this niraber Is on the vane. Most 
v^orkc nowadays are on specif ic women's schools or colleges, and are class- 
ed in 372, 373, or 37"8 with the various levels. 
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At 377, schools and rolic.ion, vo are xble to chov; schools supporLod 
by Christian and other groups, and ve al;,'-^ have a provision for shov;- 
ing the interaction "between schools and religion, such as prayer in 
the schools at 377.1. 

At 379 we have educaf^ion and the state. Tl:iin includes regulation, con- 
trol, and support of pui^lic education. In previous editions education and 
the state was classed oJ: 350.85 for the public acbninis tration aspects, but 
now all material of i.hat nature is classed in 379. However, 379 is not yet 
developed as fully as we would like to make specific provision for all our 
needs . 

Inasmuch as v;o may add standard subdivision 07 to the n^amber for any 
specific subject beir.f; studied or tatight, the study and teaching of spe- 
cific subjects takes us outside the education schedule, Por example, a 

..,worJc...ozi. .stucb/...aacL. t^ehing. .at. ..iJn.e..£.aci^..aaiarj^e^.U£i;s/^ tl:ie^~.g4fimQ:at;tA:y--^..~.-: 

level will be foujid at 300.7. Hov^ever^ study and teaching at the ele- 
mentary level does not use standard subdivision 07, but is classed in 372, 
e.g., a work on sttidy and teaching of the social sciences at a level below 
high school will be cLassed in 372.830i4l4. Nevertheless, we do not any 
longer class elementary "-,extbookc on a specific subject with elementary 
education, but. rather wiv/n the ax^proi,- e subject; for example, a 
textbook" for elementary school use c:. g with the general history of 
the United States in all periods is nov; r-.lassed In 973 in th-- same mamier 
'iS we v;ould class textbooks on U.S. history for cecondary and higher levels, 
or general treatises on the subject. 
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Before we go Turtlier, let us point out that what immediately follo^/s 
deals with weaknesses of the present-, lo*u edition, text, a.nd then v/e 
shall try to explain vh'xt is being done to improve the situation. 

Mhe Devfey Decimal Classification has not alv/ays kept pace with trie 
rapidly changing field oC educaoion. As it now stands, subject access to | 
some education literature can he frustrating for both the classifier and | 
the patron. Many vrarks have been misplaced, simply because there i^ no j 
named provision for their subjecrs. Some of the terminology in the sched- 
ule is out of date, and violates the principles . views, and theories of 
modern educators . 

For many subjects nuinerous aspects are spelled out, and we can gez to 
them either with the aid of the index or through direct consultation of 
•ohe schedules. On the other hand many are not. For example, the gon^jral 

ganization of the teaching force, while ^-a-^iting of behavorial objectives 

jLs_ugually_ a part of the lesson plan and must b e classed with lesson 

plans and planning at 371.3. 

r*of initioi'iS , scope no'>js, synon^ans , instruction notes, cross references, 
and other useful devices indicate what should V»e included imder specific 
heaciings. However, VLi:j.er many of the categories there are not Enough sub- 
divisions giving separate provision for specific subtopics; for example, 
vre may have a irork on controversy surrounding a h.eadstart program, for vrhic'h' 
there is no separate number, and find ourselves compelled to class it with 
general works on preschool institutions, vie may have a work on the Montes- 
sori' method of education, but we can class it only with its broad cate- 
gory as a method of instruction in 372.13. 
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V/e lack specific provision for such i^uTrent topics as the school vrithuul 
vails, the open classroom, and middle scl'^^ols. Depending on the emphjisis \:e 
class the school v;ithout vails with types of schools or with teachin(j; methods 
The open classroom is confined to the ele:uentary level, and our prolleMi with 
it has "been whether to t.reat it as a method of instruction (which we have dor] 
or as an aspect: or groupinc for instruction. The idea behind the middle 
school today is tliat it provides a haven for the elementary school graduate 
who is not emotionally or otherwise ready for jimior high school. 'Fne 
middle school is beyond the elementary level. but not yet at the junior higVi 
level. V7e have classed the concept b.t 373.236, which is the nuinber for the 
.lower level of secondary schools, of v;hich junior .high schools are an ox- 
ample,. 

1 One of our more vexing problems at this point lias been our inability 

\ d 

\0f vi)Cational education. 

-^.Hany new concepts and innovations in education leave us with no pre- 
cise^place for proper classification. As for changes in terminology, one 
J^uggostion has been that at 371.96? > instead of "socially and culturally 
deprived", the text sViculd say. "socially and culturally different." 
Another concept that has created problems is behavior modification. 'We 
have no specific number for this, and have to treat the subject accord- 
ing to the material at hand: with educational psychology in 370.15 and 
370.152, and also with teaching in 371.102. 
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We are often confroni;ed with the proLlera of making distinctions Mrnou^; 
firrther education, liir^h'f^r education, anci/adult education. '1:^^ phrasc- 
tlL^ntirmng e^LU^iation is used interchani^eably wibh adrat education, r.tem- 

i^m fi'oiti thtts Vc have the problem of fui^ther education. In general 
• A' 

class l:his with adult education at 37^. Howeverj v;e musi. make the dis- 
ti|ction as to v/heth^ir further education should be thou^-ht of as .adulL 
education or as higher education (378). Adult education includes kinds 
of educational activil-.;/ that are primarily remedial. Continuing educa- 
tion suggests formal educiitioual activity i;hat cannot be carried on at 
an earlier age. 

V/lienever the granting of a degree is involved we go outside adult 
education and class with higher education. Some colleges and universi- 
ties have evening couri^es set up for those v:ho cannot attend day schoca; 
n:or^<reT';, ' -tn'ey al^e ''iiV ^ pur s^ or ' a" ' oep'ee , ^ ' ou^ 

on an extended basis . ronsequently , this is considered higher edrtcation. 



so we are often confused as to which place is bot::er for a particular 
title, \^/hat may appear t.o be adult could actually be higher education, 
and vice versa. 

Ihere are other sub.JectG that are difficult i,o get to; for example, 
accountabi-lity might have -many aspects imd could hardly be indexed mvler 

ofj^hem. The -same is Lrue of futiirisnx, of sensitivity training, and 
of innovations in educat^ion. In addition, there are inconsistencies in 
classifying various sub.iects such as educational gaines , education of women 
career evducation^ school leaving age. 



08 



- 7 

^'^e can use the indo:-: to get to most of our oducaLion subjects; 
hovrever, this is not alvrays feasible be<>rfase the schediiles do not ade- 
quately provide for all subjects with which we are confronted. For ex- 
ample, if busing is dealt with as transportation of students, it s^-'ould 
be classed in 371.87; or, if it is dealt with as a means to achieve do- 
segregation or racial balance, it should be classed in 370.I93U2. 

Tliere are some terms that are not in the index 5 such as performance 
contracting, free schools, op..;n schools, truancy; and some terms in 
which the educational aspects are not indexed, such as simulation and 
assessment, 

V.Tny, then, haven't we as' editors made the necessary additions and 
changes that as classifiers we find v/aating? There has been considerable 
demand, especially from Bricain, for a phoenix, Uiat is, a totally re- 

current, l8th, edition of Dewey, and that for sociology in the forthcoming 
JL9th^edUionj_ ^his would enable us to rat:ior.ali5ie and systematize the 
whole section, givin{£, for example, parallel treatment to education at the 
various levels. However, in education as elsewhere there are those librar- 
ians who o\).jeci: slrenously to changes in shelf classification on oco- 
nomxc grounds, saying that new subjects should just be fitted as best 
they can within the existing archaic framework. Obviously we cannot, com- 
pletely restructure more than a few sections in any one edition, else our 
users would be confronted by an impossible task of assimilation, and alvrays 
there are other --ctions that cry even louder than education for phoenix 
treatment. 
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irov:o'/er, ve can lio 




.19795 "-''ill make up for :^oarly all the and short.coraings just describerj 



Tt v;ill include a great deal of nov: ternvinology and many new concepts, Iau\ \ 
only threv or four roloca'cions . I vish vje could have gone fui^Lher far lor, 



poses, has heen an inh.ihit:Lng factor. 

i . 

The knjv/ledge explosion of course has affected all aspects of lil^rar- ' 
ianship: however, v;e feel *;na': tlie proliferation of materials has affected 
classification more Vnan it has many other library operations. v!e have a 
prescribed sys^^em of cl:is::5if Icatlon v/hich we are Lo apply to the li terat.ure. 
Wot only is the literatiure vast but there -^re ne\T concepts that make it a 
scramble to keep up ::o date. A field I'lke education experiences chan<;o 
each day and i". is noi: feasible for us constantly to change our schedules. 

J.e.v ...>:e ^muii Q ., dev.eiop. JA"-eLi,..tO-..c4^^'*oiji,.li^b^^^^ -^^^^^vs.t-.■-fi9ve•l^>p•- •t^'^s^^v-4■^^ — 

such a way that: we can han-'e most of the literatia^e in a fairly accui'ate 
manner with:;ut makini^- miiVl-cen'^Lng and heart-breaking decisions on too" 
many titles. 



but the inherent consforvi 



■c'.oism of Dewoy users, e^pecia].ly for ohelvinj-; pur- 
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